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0 U have publiſhed, a 3 ws | in de- 
fence of the late conduct of e elf and NO Col- 


him.—Dropping met = my Lord, you have quoi. ol 
accuſed us of being omenters of ſchiſm, and fautors * 


* muſt e our 77 as a jampoon, and treat 
it accar 


pottbly mire 5 | talents. in, writings and till less 
your talents in Fele I. ngerely reſpect your 3 

pal character, and believe.) you ee 

ig man. It i is as a Writer, and anda reaſoner, attack you ; 

and not as a Nicks AFovToLIG: Or if 1 attack you: as 

a Vicar W it is only in as N * you ſeem. to me to 

_ devia ted fr Bin 15 Ut MEAT of 2 ww «Apoflolical Vicare—Ehat 
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TO this Title I have little to object. ; 5 have only to 


lament that, in EncLanD, a Prelate ſhould be under the 


neceſfity of calling himſelf Biskor ur THE, GRACE, OF 
THE. APOSTOLIC SEE! It is a flagrant innovation, my 


Lord, in the Chriſtian Church, and derogatory from tl 
epiſcopal character; a badge of ſpiritual vaſlalage, which 
your brethren on the Continent. begin to be aſhamed to 
Wear; and which many of them have already ſhaken off. 
The good Biſhop of P3/aja and Prato has ſet the example, 
even in Italy; and there is little doubt but his example will = 
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Dearly beloved Brethren aid Children in Chrif, 
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UR bleſſed Redeemer told his diſciples that 
AF they ſhould be reviled and perſecuted by 
men, ſpeaking all evil againſt them,  untruly, 
for his ſake. In the earlier ages of Chriſtianity, 
the brighteſt models ef virtue and learning were 
calumniated as enemies to the ſtate, fomenters of 
rebellion, avowed adverſaries to every principle 
of honeſty, honour, and conſcience,” Theſe, witng 
many other charges of the blackeſt dye, ſtand re- 


corded in the writings of St. Juſtin, Origen, and. 


* a * 1 


other inconteſtabſe monuments. 


For theſe two centuries paſt, have not the ſame 
arms of defamation, with uncommon aſperity and 
violence, been levelled againſt the ſmall remnant 
of Catholicity in this nation? The dark pencil of 
miſrepreſentation, painting them in the hideous 
colours of diſaffection, difloyalty, and revolt 
lnvectives, virulent and envenomed — bloody 
ſeenes, the ſport of malevolent fancy, exaggerated 
with every. circutnſtance df horror, and diſplayed 
in the moſt terrifying, language, have been all 
ſucceſſively employed to. exhibit: a diſtreſſed peo- 

ple, writhed under calamities, as an Object of diſ- 
ruſt, danger, and popular deteſtation. That they 
kg not been utterly: exterminated and rooted 
up; that they live to lament their miſeries, is a 
Rid of miracle, for which, under the protektion of 
S eee 7; ON 'B I” OPT Ev hs * a paktial 
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A partial Heaven, they are indebiad. to the en- 


lightened hamanity of their ſupreme” governors ; 


to the mild and gracious reign of a ſovereign, in 
| whom benevolence and lenity ſhine, with peculiar bo 


luſtre, + the Media of 1 virtues. on 


This, my To is a tolerable. piece of —_— e "but al- 


together out of its place. It has been the general cuſtom of 


every proſcribed and perſecuted: denomination of Chriſtians, tx 
complain of being, alſo, calumniated: and I am inclined to bi 
lieve that they have all had, more or leſs, reaſon to comp 


You will find Mr. Claude declaiming Lich equal Fetvor, wall. 
much more eloquently, againſt the French Catholics of his 


day. I, myſelf, have heard an hone$ Muſſulman complain bit 


terly of the foul aſperſions thrown on the diſciples of ahome, | 


by the diſciples of Jesus; and I am fully convinced, my 
that both Claude and the Muſſulman were partly in the right. 


But ſurely, my Lord, our CommnTest have not Row | 
guilty—of aſperſing their Catholic brethren. The end of all 


their endeavours, for theſe ten years paſt, has evidently, been 


to place us beyond the reach of mifrepreſentation; and that 


very oarn which you have ſo raſtily condemned, was by them 


intended to ſerve as an impenetrable ſhield, on which the moſt 


pointed ſhafts of calumny would loſe their force. 
I can, then, ſee no reaſon for this hors d'euvre Preface ; - un- 
leſs it was to ſhew the-public that you could turn a period, and 


Fgroup a few fine Wok together! Even in this, my Lord, yon 
you egregiouſly failed. Metaphors are dangerous weapons; 


wield them p roperly, requires the hand of a Jus1vs. 

Onyx ou, my Lord, they fit as ungainly as the armour of gigantic 

We the pigmy David. You have not been accuſtomed to 

barre in ſo cumberſome a panoply ; and ought to have contented 
yourſelf with a few plain, ſmooth. pebbles, from the. brook. « 

. 5 language, wherewith to combat your ideal Goliath. 


That I may not be thought to imitate your Lordſhip, in con- 


demning without a ſpecification, I will only requeſt yourſelf to 


caſt your eye on the period that begins with The dar pencil, Ae. 


and ends with dergſtation and, when you have ſoberly 7 <a) yſed 
its heterogeneous parts, to tell me ſeriouſſy if xver you ſaw fach 
a jumble of 5 metaphors, ſuch ' glaring: tautology, ſuch 
alle mar, ſuch every ſpecies of bad compoſition.—— And 
Beg what ſhall we ſay, my Lord, of your partial Heaven ?; 
me 
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Gods, luſtful, eruelꝭ ir Al TAL, and unjuſt : 
Boat you aſctibe it to the'sovertion Lonxb or HEAVEN Ant 


EARTH! Tiny, my Lord, this is worſe than bad grammar. 
J0o the Kix you are much more complaiſant; and, with a 


9 


laviſh hand, beſtow on him the real attributes of DiỹI TT. 


But, my Lord, if Heaven be partial, and the Sovereign graciousz 


where; pray, is the miracle that we are not exterminated . This is 


worſe than bad logic. 


. Deſpairing to gain credit with their enemies, the 
moſt humiliating} and wounding circumftance in 


diſtreſs ! by appeals and proteſtations of their ſuf- 


— 


fering innocence, they ſeldom attempted to clear 


their characters from the ſlanderous charges. The 


* papiſts (ſaid a writer, with ſome humour) are 
&« {o eternally dunned with depoſing powers, papal 


* diſpenſations, pardons, perjuries, breach of faith to 
& heretics, and the like, that I ſhould not much 
e wonder if they at length acquieſced in the 


ce odious imputations, and cried out, wearied with 


es importunity, Even as you pleaſe, gentlemen ! " 
| Nevertheleſs; ſurrounded by ſtorms of perſecuting 
rage, they never ceaſed to give proofs of their in- 


tegrity, more laſting and ſtriking, in the eye of 


God and man, than the moſt durable ever con- 
figned to fugitive and periſhable memorials. 


The whole nation hath long been witneſs, our 


inveterate enemies have long been unwilling wit- . 


neſſes to our uniform and exemplary diſcharge of 


every civil and ſocial duty—peaceable comport- 
ment towards our fellow ſubjects of all denomina- 


tions prompt obedience to the civil laws of out 


country ſubmiſſion to temporal government, un- 
abated by the — rigour of cruel and op- 
preſſive ſtatutes. Every 

been held out to ſhake our principles, and ſeduce 


ecies of temptation hath 


us from the. ſacred paths of duty. A papal diſ- 


— 


* 


B 2 1 penſation, | 


1 a 


penſation, a ſingle act of mental reſervation, or 8 
meritorious kind of perjury, would have put a final 
period to our miſeries; opened the avenues to 
places of public truſt and authority; unfolded the 
gates to honours, emoluments, and preferments. 
The enlightened and well-principled catholic re- 
mains unſhaken and unſeduced ; choofing rathef 
to fit quietly under his own vine or his own fig- 
tree, than, by offering violence to his con- 
| ſcience, wield the ſword of magiſtracy, riſe to the 
higheſt rank or moſt elevated ſtation. This con- 
ſcientious and inflexible adherence to duty, in 
ſpite of every terror and allurement, is the' moſt 
undeniable evidence of unſhaken innocence and 
integrity. Away (ſays my Lord Clarendon) 
« with the antichriſtian ſpirit of diſcrediting the 
< catholic religion, as if it would not ſuffer its 
ec children to be dutiful and loyal ſubjects to 
« Proteſtant Kings and Princes. 


It is far from being my opinion, my Lord, that the moſt hu- 
miliating and wounding circumſtance in diſtreſs, is the deſpuiring to 
ain credit with our enemies.” We can hardly ever expect. it at 
Fat L never experienced it. A ſtill more 3 and diſ— 
treſſing eĩreumſtance is, not to be able td repel the injurious alle- 
gations of dur enemies; and you will excuſe me, my Lord, if I 
affirm, that you have done what lies in you to put that out of 
our power. For the reſt, your Lordſhip's aſſertion, that we have 
' ſ-ldom attempted to clear our charafters from flanderous charges, is 
ill grounded. I hardly think'that we have ever failed to endea- 
vour to clear them; although I think we have not always taken 
the moſt effectual methods,— The quotation from. your un- 
known humorous writer, is nothing to the purpoſe, He does not. 
ſay, that we ſhould acquieſce in the odious imputations made by 
our adverſaries, but that it would be no 1 if we at length 
did; and all this in a viſible ſtrain of irony. For my part, my 
Lord, I will never acquieſce in any odious imputation which 1 
am unconſcious of deſerving, nor ceaſe to repel calumny as long 
„ «701 * T3 "#75 3 j 1-1 LTD 115 In 
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| gh Wc, 
In this ſame part of your Letfer, my Lend ga talk of ble 
parelenting rigour of cruel and oppreſſiue flatutes ! Pray reconcile + 
this with the enligbtened humanity of aur ſupreme governors, & c. 


of a former paragraph, 


As to the next paſſage, my Lord, a papal. diſpenſation, ke, 


L frankly confeſs. I do not underſtand it. If it were meant as 


ap aſſertion, it is highly injurious; if as a ſarcaſm, it is highly 
aukward; in any caſe it is highly ambiguous ; a quality in writ: 
ing, which your Lordſhip, above all things, deteſt s? 
l enlightened and well-principled Catholic,” your Lord- 
ſhip. obſerves © remaing unſhaken and unſedueed.” Certainly, . 
my Lord. But who is the enlightened and well-principled Caibo- 
lic? This is yet to be demonſtrated. Lord Clarendon's epipho- 
nema is alſo perfectly juſt, The Carnorie Religion not only 
permits its children to be dutiful ſubjects, but expreſsly com- 
mands them to be ſuch: but not ſo, my Lord, the Poris 


7 


religion. Theſe two ought never to be confounded. The former 


is a moſt amiable matron, who inculcates nothing on the minds, 
of her children but the peaceful maxims of the Goſpel; the 
latter is an ambitious termagant, who has oſten encouraged her 
children to commit almoſt every ſort of crime. It was the Po-! 

isn, not the CaTHolic Religion, my Lord, which. (not to go 
out of our pwn country, nor back ta a remote period) could in 
1537 excite 20, o men, under the conduct of a monk, to riſe in 


rebellion againſt Henry VIII. in conſequence of b ee 8 
ull of 


having been freed from their oaths of allegiance by a B 
Paul III. It was the ſame Poris Religion that, in 15 397 at · 


tempted to depoſe the ſame King, and place on his throne tile 


Dean of Exeter *. It! was this Religion that ſent Radulpho into 
England, in 1568, for the vile purpoſe of corrupting the loyalty 
of the Engliſh Catholics, and to pave. the way for the famous 


Bull of Pius V. which de N Elizabeth of her title, 
nd forbade all her ſubjects, un- 


dominion, dignity, and privileges; a 
der pain of anathema, to obey her] It was this Religion that, the 
very next year, again erected the ſtandard of ſedition under the 
Earls of . and Weſtmoreland; and their want of 
incceſs, the Popiſh Surrius thinks, might have been owing to, 
this, that the 5 denunciation had not been ſufficiently made known 

to all the Caibolic: 


"x 


Parſons and Campian into. England, with the qualified Bull of 


— — + 


Gregory XIII, which, in the hands of thoſe two artful men, 


« 


6 | I 5 9 f AIG 7 Þ ws” a „„ 
was deemed a ſurer mean of raiſing a ſucceſsful rebellion, than 


* Afterwards Cardinal Pole. 5 


| + Nen iiur habuere ſucceſſus conatus illorum nebilium, fortaſſt quod Curbe- 
Kei omnibus ea. denunciatio necdum innotuiſſer. 1255 


- 3 8 5 


. It was this Religion that, in 1580, ſent” 


5 . 
the more violent one of his predeceſſor. It was this Religion | 
that, in 1588, ſent the Spaniſh Armada to invade England, 
fraught with a powerful army, plenty of money, and treaſures of 
indulgences, for the purpoſe of dethroning a Queen, againſt 
whom Sixtus V. had confirmed all the cenſures of Pius and 
Gregory; and granted a full pardon to all who ſhould embark 
in the holy enterprize! In ſhort, my Lord, I make no hefitation' 


to affirm that the Poris (not the CArhoric) Religion has 
been, mediately or immediately, the cauſe of almoſt 15 172 7 
| Iitical-diſtyrbances in Europe, ſince the days of Gregory VII. 


It is againſt this Religion, my Lord, that we Car HoLIC Dis-, 
SENTERS proteſt ; and whoſe intereſts ye Vicars ArgsTOLIC 


appear to be contending for! 


The ſovereign Lord of heaven and earth, the 


divine ſource of all power imparted to men, is a 


God of union, peace, and harmony, not a firebrand 
of ſtrife and contention. But, on ſuppoſing he had 


| eſtabliſhed two powers, ſpiritual and temporal, im- 
preſſed with a native bias to interfere and mutu- 


ally deſtroy one another; a ſcene of confuſion and 
dreadful anarchy muſt often ariſe chargeable on the 
author—a conſequence horrible to thought! Diſ- 
criminating the limits of theſe two powers, we ren- 
der to Seer the things that are Cæſar's, and to 


God the things that are God's: the tribute is 


Cæſar's, the church is God's. Upon this prin- 
ciple, the glorious legion, on the verge of eternity, 
replied with a modeſt, yet invincible firmneſs, 
We are your ſoldiers, O Emperor! but ſervants 
& of the true God: we owe you military ſervice 
« and obedience; but we cannot renounce him, 


ho is our creator and maſter, and alſo yours, 
< In all things which are not againſt his law, we 


< moſt willingly obey you: we have taken an oath 
ce to God before we took one to you; you can 
cc place no confidence in our ſecond oath, ſhould 


| © a — . N Pay 5 
. « ye violate the firſt.— This, from the earlieſt 
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ages, hath been the unvaried ſpirit and language of 
our religion: at this day, is the fixed and immove- 


er , ny ror TT 7) 
able ſtandard of our lives and condu@t. 
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28 e a ſtaunch logician might object to ſome parts of 
a 


mittee ſo much as inſinuated, that there are not two 4 diſtin 


bias to interfere ?”: and Whether they have ever actually in- 
terfered? are two very different queſtions: whatever anſwer be 


given to the former, the latter muſt be anſwered in the aſſirma- 


tive. The temporal power has ſometimes preſumed to wave the 
cenſer; but the ſpiritual power has mort frequently attempted 


ta graſp the ſoeptre. To diſcrimmate'® their limits, is there- 


fore juſt and neceſſary; and the eath, which you condemn, was 
expreſaly formed for that purpoſe. So that not thoſe, my Lord; 


vo are willing to take this oath, but thoſe who refuſe to take | 


it, are they who are averſe to:diſcriminate - the limits of the 
72% ] ld oo on BT eds BOp/5 29D 
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upon the religious creed; to preſerve ſacred and 
inviolate the depoſit of faith, the baſis of our eter · 


2 
cars, 


7 _ 
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us clumſy paragraph, I ſhall content myſelf with obſerving, 
that It 18 nothing at all to the preſent purpoſe. Have our 2 8 


powers?“ Are not the declaration, protgfh,. and oath peculiarly _ | 
calculated to keep them diſtinct? Whether they have © a native 


>” prevent any encroachment of the political 


, "hs | { by 
* * - 
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Aſter bb en gh a ſeries of; animportait2 ommon- 
place work, we come, at length, to the W ab in debate; 9 
where, in my humble opinion, your Lordſhip's PasTORAL ſhould 
have begun. I allow, my Lord, that it is part of a Biſhop's 
duty to ( preſerve ſacred and inviolate the . 105 of Faith. * 
But this duty ſuppoſes that every Biſhop ſhould be competent 
to diſtinguiſh, 15 careful to ſegregate, matters of Faith eee 
matters of Fancy. Otherwiſe; he may poſſibly confound the 
pure grain of the Goſpel with the cockle which the enemy hath 
fown amongſt i it; and miſtake, for a part of the edifice founded 
by Chriſt, the ſtubble and hay that have been ſuperadded by 
5 - bands of man. This, my Sig many Biſhops, nay whole 

nods of Biſhops, have done; and there · is, at leaſt, a polſibi- 

Ly of other Bithops, and other ſynods, doing it again. Nay; 

my Lord, I greatly fear that you and your colleagues wi 
in the end, be found to be, unluckily, in this — 3 — : 
For if ye obſtinately refuſe to point out what articles of Faith: 
have been violated, hat * tittle of the invaluable inheritance”? 
hath been ſurrendered by our committee; our committee,” and 
the public at large, will reaſonably ſuſpect, that your Lordſhips' 
have blended the depoſit of Faith with a depoſit of ald preju- 
dices; and chat, wanting the abilities to derbst the bafe 
allay from the pure gold, ye wiſh to impoſe them both together 
90 your credulous people, as good coin! In this age of enquiry, 
Lord, ſuch expedients will not go down, even with us ; us layine 
W. have eyes, as well as your Lordihips;' to read its {uperſ ri 
tion, and the ſame balance of the ſanctuary to examine 


weight: and we nov will 5 ihe to prevent ug re 
Res MA 38 ee 1 


In Obedience to es Ned precepts, lte 
| by ſevere, yer animating, examples; we, with our 
| Venerable Brethren, thought it a matter. of deep. . 
importance, loudly calling for the exertions F 5 
our paſtoral zeal, to declare our impartial, and un: 
prejudiced ſentiments, whether the oath. (can bo. 
veyed to us through the channel of a | Newſpaper J. 
lately framed for ourſelves and the faithful com- f 
mitted to our charge, could be taken with a ſafe 
; Conſcience ; ; whether the catholics of this king 
om were to be branded with an indelible ſtigma, 
| and involved in the guilt and every baneful con- 
| — 


. dv 
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Sauenet Fe 4 . teſt. The pilot Who FIR 

the veſſel in danger of ſplitting againſt a rock 
- concealed under the waves, and neglects: to give 
warning, betrays his truſt, The ſubject being of 
ſuch eſſential * to prevent a deviation 
from the ſtrict line of duty in the delivery of our” 
 decifion, with indefatigabie zeal and induſtry we 
employed every meaſure conducive to the purpoſe. 
Wich attention, abundantly perſevering and mi- 
| nute,. we. peruſed a bogy of voluminous Informa- 


tion, replete with a profuſion, of elaborate re. 


marks, ſent to each of the Vicars Ap, in order to 
elucidate the matter previous to their meeting. 


We conſulted.” great. abilities; diſcuſſed, HE. 5 


the. 1 in every point of view. Let .it ha 
been teelingly / “ regretted rhat none of 55 


perſons, WhO have been concerned in ptornot - 5 


1 ing and conducting this buſineſs, were called in 
veto dexplain their fenriments.” This, ſurely, 1 18 
,aying a” miſerable com ph fern to à teſpectable 

Ger, who, was prelent at the diſcuſſion. of 


aſſiduity and attendance on the riſe and progr 
70 the > Bale” throligh its different ſtages. 
im we Locked up, wWith ardour, for every. ſpec 


of information neceſſary to diſpel and 1 5 = 


_ from our eyes; not a ſyllable fell from his 
ps but was received with avidity, liſtened to 
hy a. patient and moſt attentive. car. Yet. no 
ray of light eſcaped; no beam of illuſtration! | 
enabling ds to pervade a denſe cloud of obſcyrity, 
or to ſee, the oath in colours undeſerving of Our 
marked reprehenſion. In juſtice, however, to his 
character be it 'fajd,” that though his endeavours. 
ere not crowned with. ſucceſs adequate to his 
Wilhes, he in a very ſolemn and 3 manner, 
15 in 


* 


ubject, lang e by his. ang | 
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in” dais of = aſſembly, alocizrdd' that: be 
would ſubmit, and U no 18 A SIEE to our 
unanimous reſolve. ATT SE ERR 1: 5 
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[ ities! an eee 1 275 Lt you ot your 
venerable foros to declare your ſentiments on this or any 
other oath. that may he propoſed. It i is not of this that 
complain, I do not here even examine,” whether the ſenti- 
ments, ye have lately given, be ( impartial and 1 udiced,'* 
or the contrary. ;; but . eomplain, and complain juſtice, 
bers ye haye acted | the part. of judges who condemn A man. 
without hearip 2 "without Conviction, and without even ſpecify- 

ro crime; an omiſſion, m — Lord, Which no Exazrsr 

unab but yours would be guilty! of. No wonder, then, —j 
the Co tee feelingly © 6 ee that none of thoſe perk 

ha a1 been concerned in. romoting and conductin 

'« buſinels were called in to 8 oe their ſentiments.” Mels 
feelings, my Lord, the Committee have expreſſed in (terme 
mich morę moderate than your 5 s conduRt deſerved, 
The Suites is compoſed of reſpectable, 9 4: and 
learned perſonages ; hen at 4 general meeting 
Eahales do act for che whole body. Two Bien and 2171. 
are of the number. Nothing could exceed tit harmony and 
— unanjmaity that Rigor ke en Nethiog, vg done, with 

Prec itation. albot, who at 1 fo 
weckten to 5 25 nde the matter, of the oath; * 
regueſted to confider it at leiſure. He returned at the end- e 

two days, and declared that he . coking | in it Which a: 

olic might not ſwear to. as, afterwards, , ins, 
duced to change his opinion, you 1 Fray ae Ds. ; Pot I know, and 
the Public ſhould know, that, at the period of your mtcting, 
cn 5 0 Talbot wag not in a CT todo oP 


Ko 1 Were I A Kaen; my et 1 could _ 
help e ſo mw an injury. done to the meaneſt bf: the 

lame! 

But, ſuppoſin 7 J. T. had relinc quifiied! his own op 
nion and adopte Lane in 185 full poſſeſſion of his memory and 

udgment; and that, in the moſt healthful ſtate of mind and 
E - he had agreed with you in deciding woot the nity, 

T 


and gin * its eee . To your con 
# JS N would 
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ould' be upjuſtifiable, and your ſentence nugatary; for 


7 


For want of Formality.— The Committee 'ought to hae 
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their choſen deputies; before them, and with them the Oa 
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ought to have been read, and compared with the Protgft and 
Declaration'; the clauſes you objected to ſhould haye then been, 


been ſummoned to defend their conduct, either in a by ay, 


pointed out and debated; and, if the objeftions could not be 


anſwered to your ſatizfation, ye had then a right to pronounce. | 


on them ; and ye might, with a gqod grace, have told us, that 
ye had pronounced after mature diſcuffion and deliberation,” 

eaſon, honour, equity, abliged your Lordfhips to do all this 3 
by doing nothing of all this, ye acted contrary to the dictates 


unwarrantable ſentence. 


2 


of equity, honour, and reaſon, and conſequently pronounced an, 


PR 1 


6 . Ss. e we: tots © fo WY TY” . ae pals k 4+... 1 A 
It is a miſerable“ ſhift, my Lord (to uſe one of your own. 


| terms), to tell us, that Biſhop 'Berington (“ was, preſent. at the 
« diſcuſſion of the ſubje& ;” and that dt ye looked up to 292 
% with ardour for every ſpecies of information neceſſary to diſ- 


miſerable ſhift." For, in the firſt place, ſhould it be granted, 
(which I fear it will nat) that every patt. of your Londlhip's 
narrative is ſtrictly rue; Bp. B. was preſent at your delibera- 
tions as à mere individual, admitted probably on account of his 
epiſcopal character Zommitte 
deputed by the Committee. The Committee, therefore, were 
not heard in the perſon of Bp. B.; and conſequently their-eaule 
was prejudged without a hearing. 
But, in the ſecond place, I have been credibly informed that 


8 


Bp. B. was not preſent at your deliberations, He was admitted, 


it is affirmed, but once, and that when ye had already delibe- 


rated and determined to condemn the Oath z and when. it 
would have been In vain for him to attempt to ct diſpel and 


70 


7 


« perſe the miſt from your eyes;”—a miſt apparently too thick, 


their merigian luſtre! 


: 1 


Wich what 4. ardor ye looked up to him for information”— 
with what „ avidity ye received every ſyllable that fell from his 
« lips“ —with what © patient attention ye liſtened” to his: 


arguments—and in what * edifying manger” he expreſſed. his 
ſubmiſſion to your refolves—T ſhall leave to himſelf to declare: 


| HEtatem habet; ipſe de Ub ag at f he had not only ſubmitted. 


to your reſolves, but alſo ſigned them along with you; your. 


reſolves would have been precipitate, your decifion unformal. 
; But were your Deciſion ever ſo unexceptionable in point, of 
ality, it would be ſtill an unjuſt and nugatory deciſion; for 


is, 1 ſay, is 2, ö 


r; but not as a proxy for the Committee, nor 


my Lord, to be diſſipated by the ſolar - beams” themſelves, in, 


bunt of ſpecifying the crime, and qualifying 


- 
. 
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n 


aBoigy od blues 
know, my Lord, that the Holy, Office at Rome has. —— 

condemned books, and very innocent books, in the lump; but 
I did not expect to ſee an Engliſh Inquiſition, erected on that 
model, The Vicars Apoſtolic of a neighbouring country took, 
it into their heads, not many years ago, to compel their. prieſts; 


» 


to ſwear that they would nat uſe the Montpelier. Catechiſm in 
ceſe of Montpelier, it is the public doctrinal Book z and is, o 


IEF 
all France and Flanders, confidered as a moſt uſeful Body of 


ets another. Do ye Vicars Apoſtolic, to. whoſe vague, un- 
T Fand im- 


Armatively, I am 8 to 5555 you. of manifeſt prevarication 


00 


d 


by the four: Vicars Ap. i in England, perfectly ac- 
cording with the declared ſentiments of his Emi- 
nence Cardinal B—n C- gni, much attached to 
this nation, and completely converſant" in the En 
_ gliſh language; hath likewiſe in a moſt delibe - 
rate and ſolemn manner been approved by per- 
ſons placed in the moſt | conſpicuous ſtation, 
beightening the glory of the mitre by their vir- 
tue, abilities, literary productions, and pregnant 
teltimonies of their ſteady, allegiance to our Gra- 
cious Sovereign, viz. by four Archbiſhops aſ- 
ſembled by appointment; by ten Biſhops, ſeven 
of whom, in a provincial ſynod, with their Arch- 
biſbop at their head, diſtinguiſhed by the luſtre of 
his talents, and apoſtolic zeal ; without a diſſent:- 
ing voice, aſter mature gel 8 and diſcuſſion, 
pronounced the Oath to be unlawful. More of 
the epiſcopal order we have not conſulted. We 
can produce, if neceſſary, a numerous and moſt 
reſpectable liſt of characters, well known to the 
world for their theological abilities, concurring, 
with unanimity, in the ſame opinion. Shall it be 
ſaid, as uſual, that theſe exalted characters are 
firangers to che true ſenſe and genuine import of 
the oath? We bluſh to dwell upon the idea!!! 
An oath' impenetrably obſcure to theſe eminent 
dights, impervious to the piercing eyes of the 
keene theology; to an unlettered and illiterate 
multitude muſt be wrapt up in tenfold darkneſs, 
Sigmatical and myſterious as the Oath, ridiculed. 


* — 


in the annals of this country, which contained an 
etcætera in the might 1 K. | 
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A Cardinals agreeing or diſagreeing with you, my Lond is 
2 Fro wel ght with me, and ought to be you 05 with a 1 
;' you will be conſiſtent with yourſelf. A S ; 
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preſent Iriſh Oath of allegiance—and' yet your Terug took 
it, without ceremony, in a year or two after A Cardinal, my 
Lord, and one of the moſt; learned Cardinals that ever wore 
. the purple, ſtrenuouſſy defended the Pope's infallibility, his in- 
direct power of depoſing kings, ad. F hi other exorbitant 
uſurped prerogatives. Does your Lordſhip agree with him? 
Cardinal B—n C—gni's being completely converſant in the 
Engliſh language, is no proof that he has diveſted himſelf of 
tranſal ine prejudices. If his Eminence thoroughly underftand 
Engliſh, and have read the Oath, I ſhould conſider his diſap- 
probation of it as a plain proof that it is not an ambiguous Oath; 
and that it contains a clear, too-clear a diſavowal of ſome tranſ- 
alpine prejudices, to be ſwallowed by an Italian Cardinal. 
What the Biſhops in Ireland had to do with an Oath that 
no way concerns freland; I cannot ' eafily' conceive. They 
would be better employed in preparing againſt a ſtorm 
that is brewing nearer home; the violence of which will not, 
probably, be leſſened by their preſent unſeaſonable decifion— + 
a deciſion, my Lord, which, if it be as vague and wanton as 
your Lordſhip's, will certainly not © heighten the glory of 
their mitres; nor afford a. convincing proof of their ſuperior 
abilities. | i 1 8 J 3 
As to your © numerous liſt of other reſpectable and exalted 
& characters, eminent lights, piereing- eyed divines, &c.” we 
muſt even beg leave, my Lord, to conſider all this as a partial 
eulogy; until we hear their arguments. It is but a bad ſign 
of their perſpicacity, that the Oath appears e 
< obſcure?” to them. Is it, that they have been ſo long gazing. 
on the dazzling ſun of ſcholaſtic divinity, that their o tcl 
organs are become unfit to behold any meaner object? Or are 
their eyes made like thoſe of the owl, that ſee beſt in darkneſs ?. 
To me, my Lord, and to my next “ illiterate,” though not 
« ignorant,” neighbours; Fohn the taylor, Feremiah the 
| ſhoe-maker, James the barber, and Foſzph the ballad-finger z* 
every article of this ſame Oath appears ang»: clear anddiftin& ! 
Is it poſſible, then, that blunt common-ſenſe may, ſometimes, 
ſee farther than the © keeneft Theology? “ I bluſh,” my, 
Lord, to dwell upon the idea!!!“ 5 e os WE 


An oath, its obligation being moſt awful, ought 
to be, in the firſt place, clear; perfectly intelli- 
gible to him who takes it, that he may know and 
diſcharge, in its fulleſt extent, the religious tie. 
2dly, True: Thou ſoalt fwear as the Lord livetb, 2 


At 


rrath; Who will dare to call che avenger of pef. 
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jury, whoſe eternal eye ſees the abſtruſeſt thought, 

to corroborate a... politive- or probable falſehood ? 

Zadly, Neceſſary. The Lord toill not hold bim-guiltleſs 
that taketh” bis name in vain. Theſe are ſome of 
the effential requiſites of a lawful oath ;_of Which 
the oath, lately intended for the Catholics! of this 
kingdom, is deſtitute. It is, rſt, in ſome parts, , 
ambiguous, obſcure, captious, enſnaring, liable ts 
miſconſtruttion.;, adly, in others, problematical, con- 
troverted, in the ordinary acceptation f tbe words 
Founded on, or blended with, falſebood'; 3dly, it une 

necgſſarily diſclaims ſome points which conſtitute 
no article of a political creed... On. theſe grounds, 
and for theſe reaſons, it appeared deſerving of our 
cenſure. Our dignity, honour, character, the in- 
tereſts of religion, are deeply concerned in pre» 
ſerving our tribunal pure, untainted, and. unſuſ- 
pected of unworthy motives. We are amenable 
for our conduct to higher powers, which will hear 
impartially, inveſtigate patiently, decide wiſely bn os 
and juſtly. Not wiſhing for particular tenderneſs _ i 
or compaſſion, we are willing to meet thoſe, who © 
controvert, the rectitude of our ſentence, before 
that tribunal, and to abide by its final deciſion. 


My Lord, when I came to this part of your Pasrorar | 3 
LITER, I expected to meet with ſomething ſolid and ſub- | | 
ſtantial; but I ſoon found myſelf grievouſſy diſappointed. =  _ 

His Lordſhip, faid T to myſelf, is now about to deal openly A 

with us, and give reaſons br what has been done by himſelf | 

and collegues.—Let me ſee what he ſays. _ 

An Oath,” fay you, © ought to be, 1ſt, car.” —Yes, 

my Lord, an Oath ought to be clear; as clear as human lan- 

guage can make it. Here, again, we are luckily agreed. 

ut human language was, perhaps, never able to conceive an | 
Oath, in which human ingenuity might not find, or pretend to : 2 
And, ſome degree of obſcurity. Did your Lordſhip 1 | 7 9 


is \ — 
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fach zn Oath 2 Is, the, Oath which you took in 1778 liaþle th 
no miſconception ? It is in ſome points, I think, leſs clear than 
the preſent Oath—yet you made. no ſeruple to take it! Is the 
Oath in the Roman Pontifical; in yout ideas; fo perfeRly | 
elear as to be liable to no miſapprehenſion? You know it is not; 
my Lord, and you have complained that its meaning has beet 
miſtaken and miſrepreſented—yet you had no ſeruple in taking 
dt! Ah! my Lord, I am fully perſuaded that it is not the ob- 
ſcurity of the Oath, that has given riſe to your Lordfſhip's cen” 
Cure ; but its being by far too clear and explicit to fuit your 
. Dovuay Syſtem of Divinity.— At any rate, my Lord, you ſhould. 
have informed us in hat particular paſſages this Egyptian 
darkneſs prevails. If you will point them out, my Lon W | 
will undertake to convince the - public that the mift' as 
| xally on your own © eyes, and not on the Object of viſions}. 
- GAn Gath ſhould be true. Moſt undoubtedly, my Lord i 
and no man who thinks that there is any falſchi 4 in an Oath, 
can conſcientiouſly and lawfully ſwear to it. e I would 
earneſtly diſſuade all avowed Papiſts and Facobites from taking 
the preſent Oath : but why we proteſting Catholics, who profeſs 
tobe neither Papiſts nor Jacobites, ſhould be reſtrained from ſwear- 
ing that WE ARE NOT WHAT WE ARE NOT, is a tyranny beyond 
example. There are few ab/olute truths in the world—by far 
the greater part are relative, What one may deem true, another 
may deem falſe or dubious. I, for example, believe that papal 
infallibility, with all its conſequences, is a falſe” and pernicious 
doctrine; you, my Lord, may poſlibly believe it to be pro? 
bable and harmleſs; and there are yet ſome who con- 
der it as certain and ſalutary. Theſe laſt might, juſtly, 
boggle at an Oath concerning the Pope's infallibility, which 
would give your Lordſhip no ſort of umbrage; and your Lord- 
ſhip might as reaſonably. object to one, which I might cordially 
approve of.—In all ſuch cafes, my Lord, mutual charity and 
forbearance are the only virtues that can lawfully be exerciſed. 
No one will compel you to take the new oath if you do not like 
it. Ye will not be in a worſe condition, by refuſing it, than ye 
were before; we will be in a ſomewhat. better one: and Why, 
my Lord, would you prevent us from bettering cur condition 
by taking an oath, in which you have not yet been able to point 
out a ſingle ſentence that is contrary to Catholic Faith, or 
, GE te T win 
An oath,“ you continue, © ſhould be necgſary. No, my 
Lord; it is enough that it be expedrent. No oaths are abſolutely 
neceſſary, except thoſe that we are obliged to give in courts of 
justice, reſpecting the rights, reputation, and lives of our fellows 
: | 1 N „  Ergatuitrs 
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ereatures: and theſe would not be neceſſary, my Lord, if the 
maxim of our bleſſed Redeemer were rage 1 attended to: 
Oe 5 your IEA be IEA; and your No, 

my Lord, uſe no other a 
be a very honeſt people. But why do I talk of Quakers? Let 
me aſk, your. Lordſhip a. few queſtions ! Is your matriculation 


Oath, at Douay a neceſary. oath, or only an-.expedient one ?—ls - 
the Formula 0 Alexander VII. a 1 Oath, or only an 
cal Oath. a neceſſary, 'or 


* 


expedient ane? Above all, is the Ponti w, 
even an expedient, Oath ?. For my part, I believe it to be an un- 


lawful one 3 and would not take it, my Lord, to be e 55 


of Toledo: yet I blame not you for having taken it; becauſe 


cCharitably ſuppoſe that you took it conſcientiouſſy.— Be fo : 


good, m rd, as treat us with the ſame indulgence ! 


_ Having thus laid down what you. call . ſome of the effential 
* requiſites of a lawful Oath; you! boldly aſſert that the 


„ Oath lately intended for the Catholics of this kingdom is deſ- 
ab e — nt my Lande age 
pretend to prove, that the ſaid Oath is, in ſome parts, am- 
* biguous, obſcure, captious, enſnaring, liable to miſconſtruc- 
tion; —in others, problematical, controverted; and, in the 
ordinary acceptation of the words, founded on, or blended 


„ with, falſehood.“ Now, my Lord, what if I ſhould: as poſi- : 
tively aſſert the contrary: of all this? how could you refute my 


aſſertion, but by bringing forward examples from the Oath it- 


ſelf, to 1195 the rare epithets which you ſo liberally. beſtow 
7 Indeed; my Lord, there is only one of thoſe epithets 


upon it? ne 
which J can allow to be juſt; namely, that there are ſome things 


in the Oath that are controverted. And ſo are there in the Oath 
you have already taken;—fo ſtrongly controverted by ſome ſincere 
_ Catholics, that to this day they have not been able to reconcile. 


it to their conſciences. Is the Oath, for that, in your opinion, 


unlawful If this be your /thool-logic, it is a moſt wonderful 


I have yet to remark on your third and laſt motive for con- 
demning the Oath ; but am at a loſs to conceive its import. 
It unneceſſarily, you ſay, © diſclaims fome points, which con- 
4 ſtitute no article of a political Creed. — Had your Lordſhip 
been kind enough to indicate ſome of thoſe 5 points,“ we ſhould 
be the better enabled to gueſs at your meaning. At preſent I 
muſt take it to be, that there are ſome things which we diſclaim 
in the Oath, that have no connection with politics ; and this, I 
think, js not true. The Oath conſiſts of two different ſorts of 
propoſitions; the one poſitive, the other negative. By the former 
OO WE PO IOEA Me king and the conſti- 


tution: 


Fa 


ut DE. LEA 1 4 No !”—Quakers; - 
rd, uſe no other aſſeverations; and they are aid to 


F Re 


if 388 


tution : by the latter we diſclaim ſuch points of an impited reli- 


gious creed as Government deems hoſtile to the ſtate, or hurtfal 


to ſociety. Theſe are the leading principles of the Oath, to 
which every part of it refers. But ſtill it is a poſitive Crviz'OaTH, | 


and has nothing to do with religion, but in as far as it nepatively 
diſclaims ſuch and ſuch points of odious doctrine; points which 


we proteſting Catholics do not hold, and which we 3 
r your 


to ſee any Engliſh Catholic obſtinately defend. Whether yo 
Lordſhip's — of them (implied in your condemnation. of 
the Oath) will tend to your & honour” or diſhonour, time will 
diſcover. e ee 0 Oe 8 4 I . N 
As to * higher powers, my Lord, to which you fay you are 
amenable, and to whoſe tribunal you invite us, there is little 
probability that we ſhall ever (meet you” there. We Know too 
well, my Lord, what © impartial, wiſe, and juſt“ꝰ decifions have 
iſſued from that tribunal in former times: nor is there any great 
probability that it will ever relinquiſh a fingle uſurped preroga- 
tive, until wreſted from it by force. Should the PoE himſelf, in a 
full conſiſtory, ſign ſuch a vague deciſion as yours, my Lord, 


we—at leaſt I, for one would pay no more regard to the one 


than to the other. No more regard would I pay to it, than 
the loyal Engliſh Catholics paid to the Bull of Prius; or you, my 


Lord, have paid to the Breve of Paul AI reſpect the Po x, my 


Lord; I revere his character; I acknowledge him to be the 
FIRST of Prieſts: but when he is to judge in his own cauſe, 
I will not, implicitly, truſt to his judgment. Though, after all, 
my Lord, I would not have you too ſure of ſucceſs even 
at Rome: and, if that court be ſo political as it is faid to be, 


I ſhould wonder much if, every thing conſidered, your conduct 


met with approbation there. | 5 
This method of terminating controverſies, war- 
ranted by the uniform diſcipline of the church 


through every age and country, breathes a ſpirit 


of union, harmony, and due ſubordination to di- 


vine appointments. An appeal to the Catholics of 
England at large is a meaſure pregnant with the 
ſeeds of fatal animoſities and endleſs diſcord; a 


meaſure bringing not peace, but a ſword cutting 


aſunder the ſacred bonds of charity, flying over 
the kingdom, killing not the body by corporal 


death, but fouls by the guilt of fin. By raifing 
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51 a ui their prelates,. the ſheep nn W 
paſtors „ it invades the rights of the ſanctuary, ſub- 
verts the ro eſtabliſſied by Jeſus' Chriſt, and /a- 
crilegioufly: infringes the ſyſtem, of infinite, wiſdom 
inveſting Bihops with a commiſſion to. govern the 
church o of God, which he hath Purchaſed with his own 
blood. Every Biſhop, though not a ſupreme, is 
an e | Judge. of, controverſies to his flock. 

ence, until his ſentence be reverſed by higher 
eccleſiaſtical” authbtity, er proved to be clearly 
wrong, it it is the. duty of the faithful, truſted | to his 
care, to obey his, decrees, 1 : Qbey your prelates, and 
be ſubjelt do tbem; for they watch, as being to ren 
der an account of your fouls, that they may 40 this 
with j Joy, « and not with grief; for this is nat expedient: 
for you. Obedience and authority are reciprocal. 
In doubtful T8,” FI 15 in Mergers of 128 8 
af ee 8 


e rh CC 23 51 . 
The Ales hen > ao ack to e the peat Con- 
troverſy, is ſo far Rem being © warranted by the uniform diſ- 
think. line of the Church, in all a ages and countries,“ that I hardly 
you will be able to point out ſuch another inſtance in any 
age or country. When you have done that, ay” A val 
look about for another anſwer. 
An a SAT to the Catholics 6 England at 
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certainly ou obſerve) be an abſurd and uſeleſs meaſure—as : 
of lofs as an appeal to Rome. I am perſuaded our 


* 2 ittee never dreamed of it. If they needed to appeal to any 


. or perſons, it ſhould be, I think, to yourſelves. better in- 
formed, from yourſelves ill informed: for 1 can yet hardly allow 
myſelf to think, that if Kohn conſidered 0 Oath with any 
degree of attention, ach 
have poſſibly found ſubject of cenſure in it. Return then, re- 
turn to judgment: — the cauſe à rebearing; alloy the 
< miſt to I diſpelled from your eyes: and be not aſhamed. to 
own that ye have been, for once, the dupes of your own: = 4 
uns or of ps whe” miſted: you. ar 575 TD wi 
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eard couneil 1 in its behalf, ye could . 
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do you more honour that all the PasToR AT. Fs TTERS you 
eren ert . SI DEVARL Jt RB 
What your Lordſhip ſays ahout'the!'** 

Prelates, the Sheep above their Paſtors,”' is mere rant. We « 
not with. to raiſe ourſelves above you, my. Lord we only wiſh 
not to be trampled by ' you under foot. We! refaſe. not to be 
fed on the wholeſome -paſtureyc of Scripture and univerfal Tra- 

dition; but we will not be, compelled to eat your Lordſpi 


Fo 
ie 


t 
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meras. When ye ſhall have diſtinguiſhed and indicate 


mount din. 
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poiſonons'hetb, we will try be ſhun ft, whether on mead or 


You haye a commiſſion, you fay,.* 40 goxeri-the Church of 


+ God!” Be it ſo, my Lord (although the Apoſtle's word is 
50 feed, woman) —Govern us, but not with, a rod of iron; not 

in an arbitrary manner; not by pulling out our eyes, and then 
making us believe that white is HMacl, and Black is bit, | 


Every biſhop is an authentic judge.” —You, are extremely 


unlucky in your epithets, my Lord. We ſay an authentic deed, an 


FL 


authentic regiſter, an authentic avill; but no one befbre your Lord- 


ſhip ever ſaid an authentic judgt—Y ou' probably meant a com- 


Petent one; and, in this, with due reſtrictions, we will 8 
A biſhop is, or ought to be, a competent judge, in the firſt in- 
ſtance, of the religious controverſies ariſing e his flock. 
But a judge, however competent, may judge amiſs, and give a 

wrong ſentence: and this is what I afſirm, what I truſt T have 
clearly proved, to, be here the caſe. Vet the onus proband: 


lies on you, my Lord... You affirm the Oath is condemnable. 


We deſire you to ſhew.in what. You refuſe, and ſay you are ( not 
e obliged ;” and pay us off with a dozen of harſh ral epi 
thets, which we deny to be applicable to any part 32 If 
be the mode of deciding controverſies at your tribunal, Gon 
-preſerne een it- 1 ries d „ , e oy an} eee 
Obedience, you conclude, © and authority are reciprocal. 
In doubtful caſes, preſumption is in favour: of the ſuperior.” 
This, my Lord, is a captious“ argument. Obedience and 
% authority are reciprocal,”* as long as both are confined: to 
their juſt boundaries. When either exceeds theſe, the recipro- 
cality is at an end. In doubtful cafes, preſumption is in fa- 
vour of the ſuperior.”” No, not once in ten caſes, where the 


4 


—— . . „* PR * 13 ; 
Juperzor's private opinions, an pet's or intereſts are concerned. 


In all fuch caſes, my Lord, the preſumption is in favour of the 


other 1 de.— But, ſuppoſe there be no prejudice on the part of 


the ſuperior; is not then, at leaſt in doubtful caſes, the pre- 
ſumption in his favour? Yeg, my Lord, with reſpect to thoſe 
Ee Ce nth” Oh 
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0 (een )) 


0 
: est the matter; we are convine the orthodoxy, of 
the Onth,! by of the e's our Cenfnre. TU your text, 
Obe vel Prelates, &i. We badly rendered) ſhall only 
5 beg leave to Kg another. I 1 ori =! fry you: will find in my 
tit e; but, in caſe you may have forgotten yo Greek, 
1 will lere tranſlate it after my own manner, 7 P 


| 0 ſays Saint Peter) I give this advice: Feed the flock of God that 


tr ore Lone Gat ee, ye OY 


But is not the new oath” merely a pledge. of e our. 
ſocial; ind civil principles? 
Anf. I ff. We are willing to take the. ſirmeſt 
oath of true faith and allegiance to the gracious 
Be and government of his Majeſty y George 
ird, that is required of the Catholics. of 


34 


Fs other nation to any other government 
throughout che earth. | 
edly. We are already home Aon with the 


Hees 


moſt folemny oath, ten- — 97 by the legiſlature in 

1778, to bear true allegiance to this govern- 
ment; to abjure all fort: of temporal power in 
any other, within this, realm; and to renounce, 
under the dame. ſolemn obligations, tbe doctrines 
of ſyſtematic Perfidy, en Yeu we. fool & 6 
viuftly) charged. : 

-3dly. That the new. oath. is not . 5 5 a civil 
teſt, is ſo evident from its contents, that any at- 
| 1 to N ity you: be an inſult. to common 

5 5 24 ab 

Athly. A oath; being an act * religion, i is a 
ron matter cognizable by the Prelates of the 
Church, particularly if to be impoſed upon them 
ſelves. When found deſtitutè of its neceſſary 
conditions, they are bound to conſult not only 
their own, but the eternal welfare of their flocks, 


by Fa out the danger. A parent Who ſees 
C TE 


A beloved 


* 


the caſe doubiful.: [+ ut, we bare 90. ſort of doubt 


Prieſts. 


Fall. to your charge 3, B18 HOPING it, not owe horn N | 
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61220) 


a beloved chile Londling 3 ſcorpion,” ready to 

ſhoot a bancfllfting; ar putting 1e bis lips. a Jai 

ſonous, draught, rendered fair to the eye, and invit- 
jng to the taſte—cries out, in the language of the 


|: apoſtle, Neither routh, no falle, bor handle. 


B U NS arts ho OR Se hs V 8 
Vour Lordſhip has a curious method of anſwering even your 
own queries. To the preſent one, your firſt, and indeed your 
only anfwer, ſhould have been yEs, or xo: and, as your former 
deciſion required the negative particle, you' ſhould hve ned 
and proved that the oath is „Nr merely a pledge of our ſo- 
« cial and civil principles.“ —Inſtead of this, you” amuſe us 
with ſaying, © 1ſt, That ye are willing to take the firmeſt'Oath _ 
of true faith and allegiance, that is required of the Catholics 
« of any other nation, &c.— But what if this nation will not 
be contented. with ſuch an oath ? When we give a Bae my 
Lord, we mult give one to ſatisfy the Pladgee (if I may be al- 
lowed: the term), and not one that we ourſelves may think fuffi- 
cient—we muſt do this, my Lord, or go without the equi- 
„ 7. on ip I oy CR: 
\ You ſay, 2dly, That we are already ſufficiently bound down 
to allegiance by the Oath of 1778. Yes, ny Lord; and more 
than ſufficiently, in my apprehenſion. But you reflect not that 
this very circumſtance deſtroys the force of your laſt objection. | 
You obje& to 7 Oy Oath, becauſe it is ftronger, than that 
required from Catholics' by any other government. But ſo is 
the Oath of 1778: yet you did not object to it on that 
ſcore.— It is my firm belief, my Lord, that the greater part of 
the Engliſh Catholics, of the preſent day, would be loyal, 
| ee nets, without the tie of any Oath whatſoever. 
But as the jealouſies of former times are yet awake in the breaſts 
of our Legiſlators ; and as they think it expedient to demand à 
ſtronger pledge of aur fidelity before they grant us new fa- 
vours, we are authorized, nay obliged, my Lord, to give them 
the very ſtrongeſt pledges we can give, without ſacrificing 
our conſciences or ſurrendering our faith. 7 1 
Four third anſwer, my Lord, would have been ſomething to 
the purpoſe, had you attempted; to prove “ that the new 
« Oath is not merely a civil Fe .—Inſtead of proving, you 
affirm, that any attempt to prove this, would be to inſult 
„common ſenſe !?? — I once thought that common' ſenſe was 
nearly the ſame in all men: but I now clearly fee my miſtake. 
To my common ſenſe, my Lord, the Oath has always appeared, 
3 . . 2 21 a A : 
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and at this moment appears, to be a mere civil T of our alle- 
giquce. I beg, my Lord, you will ſo far inſult my common ſenſe 


as to prove the contrary. rr. | 
© Your fourth anſwer, my Lord, is ſuch a frothy mixture of 
Sophiſtry and ſyllabub, as I have rarely ſeen blended together. 
An oath is an act of Religion.“ — Strictly ſpeaking, I 
mould think not, my Lord. - All acts of Religion, I preſume, 


may be divided into two claſſes; profeſſions of faith, and 


; exerciſes of devotion, But . moſt oaths are neither profeſſions 
of faith; nor exereiſes of devotion. - Therefore they are not, 


ſtrictly ſpeaking, acts of Religion. But, not to wrangle about 


words, and ſuppoſing that your Lordſhip's meaning is, that 
every oath 18 connected c Religion — this, my Lord, I rea- 
dily grant. Every Oath is cormected with Religion, in as far 
as the Divixixrx is called to witneſs the veracity of him who 
takes it. Will you term all ſuch Oaths, Acrs of Religion? I 
have no objection: but call them not, if you pleaſe, N 2 0 
* matters cognizable by the prelates of the Church; even, 
&/although they ſhould occafionally be impoſed,” at the court 
of King's Bench or the Old Bailey, „upon your Lordſhip.” 
„ When”? an oath is “found deſtitute of its neceſſary con- 
« ditions (ſee p. ): they (the Prelates) are bound to con- 
4 ſult not only their own, but the eternal welfare of their 
* flocks, by pointing out the danger,”-—By all means, my 
Lord Point out; do point out the danger. That 18 juft what 
we all defire: but, pray, do not terrify us with imaginary ny; 


bears do not attempt to convert an innocent #/þ into a dreadful 


ſcorpion ; nor a ſalutary potion into a poiſonous draught. When 

1 have anatomized this pretended 1 5 ion, and detected its 
aneful Ring ; when you have analyzed t eee Poiſonous 
draught, and told us what portion of arſenic, antimony, ar 
| hemlock it contains; ye will have no need to“ cry out, in the 
es language of the apoſtle, Neither touch, nor taſte, nor handle, 
Though, after all, my Lord, this is not e of the 
apoſtle but the language which he. puts in the month of thoſe 
5 falſe teachers, that thought to make the Chriſtians ſubject to 
e the ceremonies of the old law, of not eating hogs, conies, 
« hares, &c. & I wiſh, my Lord, you would read your bible 


with more attention 3, WETE it only in the Douay Tranſlation. - . 


TS. 
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The new Oath, it is ſaid, only. expreſſes what the | 
Oath of 1778 implies.”  2dly, Nothing more is 


* 


meant than a political teſt. Fan 


E 00 
See the Rhemes N. Teſtament. 
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Anſ. The firſt is clearly falſe — The ſecond is 
a deluſive, but no ne artifice, ſuggeſted parti- 
cularly (as we read in the Memoirs of Miſionary 
Priefts) to Roger Cadwallador. Some gentle- 
* men laboured, by many words, to perſuade him, 
< at the place of execution, that in the contents 
* of the oath there was no denial meant of. the 
& Pope's ſpiritual authority, but only a mere 
ce acknowledgment of allegiance to the ſovereign 
prince.“ The holy champion, by way of con- 
futation, with undaunted courage meets death 
in his moſt frightful forms, and from the manſions 
of bliſs is now looking down, with pity mixed 
with holy indignation againſt thoſe, who, deluded 
themſelves, are deluding ſimple minds with the 


infernal ſtratagem. 
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You make a ſecond objection to yourſelf, my Lord, conſiſting 
of two - propoſitions. 1, “ The new Oath, it is ſaid, only 
* ex re what the Oath of 1778 implies.” —-So I think, 124 | 
ſo thought the Committee and your Lordſhip's affirming that 
this propoſition. “ is clearly falſe,” is to us no proof of its 
being ſo. It is a common trick with feeble reaſoners, my 
Lord, to aſſert what they ſhould prove; and (as a great Prelate 
once obſerved) to exclaim: I eft conftant,. il ęſt clair, il oft cer- 
ain] quand il n'eſt rien de moins certain, moins clair, et 
& moins conſtant. EE Rr TL Cr. 
But were it true, and allowed, that the new e 
more than the old one implies; that can never make the former 
an unlawful oath, unleſs what is ſuperadded be contrary to 
Faith or Morality, —For, ſtill, I affirm, in the words of. your 
oObjection, that * nothing more is meant than a political Teſt.” Of 
this, my Lord, were the terms even ambiguous, the Framers 
and the Impoſers muſt be the beſt judges. The framers of the 
Oath unanimouſly declare that it is meant merely as à political 
the Crown Lawyers declare that they conſider it merely 
in that light—we, who are ready to take it, declare that we 
take it merely in that ſenſe: where then is the deluſion, where is 
the artifice . Truly, my Lord, 1 can ſee, none but in your 
Lordſhip's endeavouring to confound the ſubject, by the very 
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tor to his count oold intention 
of him; büt H ee g bad one. 


4 donn from the ne bliſs, or look 1 15 che 5 871 


ſions, of miſery, n 755 delt, my, Cord. 
je, now <<] look nr it and in indignation 185 
Protelting Catholics;' RO Mines 


thoſe papal pręjudicem which your Lordſhip: bay. cowardly, 


S n a ſolemn oath. WT ths car 180 more of 


ler. nn 
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that the 2s 4 an 
oath, reprobated by the unanimous concurrence o 
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ſuch weighty authorities, will no longer continue 


victims co their own : prejudices, and chat theſe : 
ideal numbers. of. Catholics C mere non-entities,, we 


hope) will pauſe on the brink of the precipice l- But 
they plume themſelves chiefly y, upon the prominent 
fete of the bill, the 5 of the Protest: 


ing Catholic Diſenters, | On the propriety of this 


60 deſeription and its probable efficacy N 1 
ce the merit of the plan adopted by us chiefly reſts 


We with, not to rob them of the, glory. of the The 
vention. If they compaſs their object, they Wii 
effect more ea the accumulated efforts of "the 

moſt determined. enemies of the Catholic Church 


ever could achieve. Let us minutely inſpect the 


component parts of this hitherto: wholly unknown; 
_ but moſt acturate and pointed deſcription, as they 
term it. We are to be called Protęſting, becauſe, 
by the oath, we proteſt againſt certain perMicious | 


doctrines falſely imputed to us. But they very 
oY add daa Sbſervaclon to be deeply rooted = 


Nera. 4 a A 


ur Lern Hil 1 0 5 | 
bly be without a GN ed 5 L a 


* 
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our. ings t2Kethi thinly muſt be admitted that 
81 e int: : le feng e bh 1g: as referring to 
1 Ca bee eontained-in' the oath; and that 
cet by the 12 ny Noctrine be proteſted againſt, 
ee 15 77705 ius; or, 2 forriori, if any 
: 7. or th AY proteſted againſt, which is an ar- 
„ ticle of faich,' the preamble cannot be acquieſced 
in, by any Catholic, with a ſafe conſciente: 
1 Dons the .doQxines proteſted. againſt by the 
c oath be or be nd pernicious, and whether any of 
them be matters of faith, will be afterwards ex- 
ct mined” Untit that point be not only examined, 
but clearly eſtabliſhed, no Catholic'can, with a fafe 


conſcience, acquieſce in the appellation. of kate | 


"The PRI. is. Feen y at ſome, diſtance. SES 


1 u 5 C Lond. that 40 the 8 for 9 30 Out" v 
will 25 carl its my Lond, 0 reading your "Paſtoral 7 Letter, 
I truſt, 1 u truſt in vam Vour © weighty authorities weigh 
not, with me, a ſingle! ſeruple; and, I hope, there are many 

Catholics Her mere nonrentitiet) who hold them in the ſame eſti- 

mation. We are not, we conceive, victims to our own 

„ judices; ; nor will we ſubmit to be victims to yours. W3 
eannot pauſe en the brink. of a precipice, when we ſee no 
preeipice before us. We do not plume' ourſelves upon the 
8 of | Prote rotefing Catholic Diſentero; but we are not 
aſhamed of it. We are CarTrorics;—we PROTEST againſt 
none; doctrinet imputed to Carnolics, and (we are ſorry to 
ſee it) ſtill patronized by ſome Catholics. We are DisszxrERSG, 
becauſe we diſſent in religion from the National Church. —If all 
this, my Lord, be not clear to your intelle&, I ſincerely pity 
your Lordſhip's intellect. If we are found to have protefied 
againſt any article of Catholic Faith, or maxim of Goſpel-Mora- 
ty, we will immediately exclude theſe from. the ſubject. of our 
e The 8 is probably at fon: diſtance,” _ 


But | Catholic. Difemers!. Wet the Cable 
Church alters the language of her creeds, councils, 
ſynods, books of devotion, &c. &c. when ſhe aſ- 
ITunes the name * a Catholic ai iſenting Church, 

then 


be 
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« no-'blemith. to A church (ſays a rent IE Ire 
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* fe Ok Pf tefanits;: from their pn on agalnſt 

r that which they found che current doctrine of 
< the Church); becauſe this has never been tie 
65 3 of any, 92 2 pd Tehifnjatics.” 
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. not, my. Lord? mers 
hs 1 macs and doe mots: tor that very MO 
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boring, . ec: ſe We were obliged to bear them; 3 and glad even to 


obtain any degree of religious, and. ciyit_libert er thoſe 
odious ap _ Nang « but if the Le iſlature be in 35 9 diſtin- 


#biſh'iis- by a le ene the ſmootheſt 8525 leaſt ob- 
jectionable that; the Dictionary affords, arg we ourſelves to 
: Har at * offer, and f about a term our Creeds 
©and Books of Deyotion, my Lord, are perfecthy ſecure; you 
have only to prevent, with all your vigilance, the words difent | 
difſenter, and diſſenting from being foiſted into them by ſome i 
norant or malicious — oye” T Synods“ may be equally 
preſerved from the contagion, » 5 With {ome ingenuity, and a 
careful attention; you may exclude from all your future decie 
| fions the very /yllables that compoſe the offenſive word. 5 
But the Proteſtant were ſo called from their proteſling agai 18 falt 
the Church of Rome !—Very well; my Lord: does 1 55 ex- 
. us e . the word Frog, inapy ſenſe whatever? 
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5 eccleſiaſtical memoirs, bears t. 
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| Rd Ip 6 DEAR abs ne Wig he 1 SET — 
4e ona againſt PSPTRS TAnTPoradYar good (1; A. 5 
| he u 2715 451009! Kite! 0 
oj ut, ak is aſked, afe pe not Dias hom, the 
ch of England, a in enen a a ok Hit? 
2 Moſt. certainly; not, l t 
force By t word, which here e poop rule. 
Az the title ef the Holy Burch diltinguiſbed true 
ievers from Huudals and Jeus; that of Catholic 
diſtingui ed them from all, 'Ch riſtian .Difſenters, 
whether. Heretics or Schiſmatics:.. Every page 8 
timo e 
12 e 8H c: eie e 
Nor: in the grammatical acceptation are we Diſſent» 
ers. Error is. defined a deviation, or diſſent, from 
the ſtandard of truth; hence i it eſſentially pre- ſup- 
poſes the exiſtence of truth; of courſe a church 
founded, as we believe, on the ſandy baſis of ef. 
1 55 ror, is. to be ſtyled che chulch 47 enk, or de; 
viating from the church erected on the eile of 
eternal and unerring truth. Not vice verſa, un 
leſs you admit that truth can be at the fame: time 
prior and poſteriot to itſelf, which” revolts com: 


1 „ 
* 


mon ſenſe. Hence our renowned champion, i in 


the field of controverſy, confidently avers, that 
« Catholic Diſſenters are, in the univerſal Jangriage 
ce and judgment of the Catholic Church in all paſt 

ce ages, as great a ſoleciſm, as complete nonſenſe, 
4e as Chriſtian Turks, 25 Catholic . Dr. 


| 68 T6364 0 


5 e SHOT, BY, Truth. 1 ili. N. 14 


But, it as aſked, are we. —_ 8 Com the Churets" 1 | 
20 En gland -in certain points of faith 2— Anf. Moſt ber | 
7 not 6!” —This is a ſtrange anſwers (Ft Lord s one of thoſe 
3 10 | 8 neapel 


4 


— 


a ſort of logical paradox, which the bulk of mankind will M 


ef Faith, Ages Mom the Church of Sahand! 
we beliede: all that-is-contained i in che Thirty-nine Articles | Xf the 


the Churchiof England,” _ 


unexpedted miſrers that-confound ene with aftoni(kinent, | Hts 


be able to. comprehend—even with your Lordſhip's 1 
Is it really true then, m yiLord, that we do no ot in ſome po 


Is it true Pon 


National -Creed??"If: this be not true, 'as as **inoſt certainly 


it is 
not, then we muſt neceſſarily be "Dif 2 


um 10% ſays your Lo e Ae not Diſſenters 122 | 
\ &« the Church of England in the eccle)s ſtical force of, the wo 
Which here ought to be our e thoigh I muff or 


chat I cannot, for my ſoul, com 1080 the force or meaning 75 
this curious propoſition, 4 the edel orce of the word is 


< to be our ru, Till 'fuppofe” that you probably Intended | 


to lay, that in religious matters wie are never 7 4 ferm, = 


guage of common ſenſe, in the language of the Law 1255 muſt 


bar not been u 2 before by ecel:fiaftical euritert in t 


ſeine ſenſe 


ſo, you would eſtabliſh an Inquiſition more tyrannical and "bi. 


trary than that of Spain or Portu 4 OT you fg 18 — 
gion, wri E ca- | 


Lord, urged to embrace the Eſtabli 


tiſe to ſhew, that, as Catholics, we cannot do it, becauſe there 
are points of doctrine in the Eſtabliſned Religion, to which, as 


Catholies, we cannot afſent » would we for that ceaſe to be Catho- 
lies? But not to afſent, my Lord, is, both in ecclefiaſftical” and civil 


| language perfe&ly —— to diſſent. Diſſent, then, and all 
its derivitives; may be lawful i oy uſed £ 


even in matters Þ In V. re- 
ligious and eccleſiaſtical. TT 


But the matter now lakers us is not a religious wages” as. [ 


ſaid beſore; but, in as far as it is connected with an oath- which 
diſchaims falſely imputed religious principles, it is a matter of 


policy and lawy and, if the terms muſt not be taken in the lan- 


ken. 


To this expedient f it en your Lordft by would Ale us: 65 
you will not allow us to be even grammatically Diſſenters! Your 
proof is truly admirable * « Error is defined a deviation. or dif. 
« ſent from the ſtandard of Truth.“ ' Granted, my Lord; but 


every Diffent is not an error. I widely difſent from your Lord- 


ſhip in the preſent controverſy ; yet I truſt I have not deviated” 


from the © ſtandard of Truth; To unleſs your W be that 
Randard ! | 


It was not error, my Lord, that you had to 1 


diſſent : and of that you have given no definition at all. 4 2 


2 it for you. To diſſent, my. r is 70 diſagree in opinion; 


ent is a diſagreement in opinion, and ter is one 3 diſagrees 
2 lte another: and a Cath ic di n is a Catholic, 


2 [. 141 2 who 


ers 4, in | ſome points, from | 
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who diſagrees in opinion with thoſe of the eſtabliſned Religion, 
This, my Lord, is all that a grammarian can ever make out of the 
© But your Lordſhip ſeems. to deſpiſe grammat, even hen you 
| hs to it. . Your. dehnition of error is-manifeſtly.crroneous, 
. Error may be a deviation, hut cannot be a eee the 
ſtandard of truth. We do not diſent from a ſtandard, my Lord 3 
we deſert it: and yeu may with equal prapiieny ſay to.\difſent 
from a may-pole, as to diſen from a /tlandard e $4 ba e 
tion is all of a piece, my Lord: gunlis ab, incepto. Error pre- 
fuppoſes the exiſtence of truth: of, courſe a church founded 
on the ſandy baſis of error is to be ſtyled the [a] diſſenting 
church.“ Therefore, the Engliſh Catholics, who diſſent from 
the errors of the Chureh of England, cannot grammatically be 
ſtyled Catholic Diſſenters ] No where, my Lord do we ſtyle our- 
felves the diſſenting Church ; nor even à diſſenting Church. We 
conſider ourſelves as a ſmall, a very ſmall portion of the one true 
Catholic Church ; difſenting from 10 e. diſagreeing in ſome reli- 
gious points with) the greater number of our fellow citizens; 
who, as we think, have erected “ the ſtandard of error.“ Can 
we be blamed for this, my Lord ?—< It revolts common ſenſe 
& to admit that truth can be at the ſame time prior and poſterior 
&« to itſelf,”” It does ſo, my Lord; but it is equally revolting 
to common ſenſe to infer, from this, that an orthodox Catholic may 
not diſſent from a heterodoax Church. The whole of your Lord- 


* by * 


ſhip's paragraph is ſuch a flagrant paralogiſm, as cries for logi- 


cal vengeance. Nor is your champion, my Lord, a much better 
reaſoner. Chriſtian inſidelt would undoubtedly be a ſoleciſm: 
but why ſhould Chriſtian Turks be one, any more than Ohriſ⸗ 
tian Tartars, or Chriftian Armenians, or Ci wh  Englibmen?. 
Do we not daily pray for their. converſion ?,.And in the ſuppo- 
ſition that but a few of them were converted, could not that 
few call themſelves diſ/enters from the eſtabliſhed Religion of 
Turkey? Nay, my Lord, were not the firſt Chriftians-themſclves 
diſſenters from the eſtabliſhed idolatrous Religion of the whole 
Roman Empire? And do not our beſt apologiſts give their rea- 
ſons for that diſent —I beg, my Lord, you will henceforth 


think before you write. * 


More might be ſaid on the ſubje&; but it nei- 
ther ſuits the preſent occaſion, nor ſeems neceffary : _ 
we ſhall, therefore, * conclude, with earneſtly en- 
treating and recommending to you, for the moſt 
Preſſing motives, to maintain, with ns al 


% 


e 2. 


ſtancy, inviolably ſacred and incorrupt, the noble 
inheritance of dorine, bequeathed to you by out 
bleſſed Redeemer. This is the femer f David, 
built with bulswarks ; a thouſand bucklers hang upon 
it, all the armour of valiant men; the impregna- 
ble fortreſs againſt which the gates of hell ſhall 
never prevail. Tranſmit to poſterity, unſullied 
and untarniſhed, the ſplendor of a Name, emhel- 
liſhed and adorned by the: loſe, eden firmneſs 
0 your anceſtors. * 5 SEES . 01 7 20 bas: 
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p «, More lads 70 faid, Ke. dd 3 you * 
ſaid by far too much, to very little purpoſe. But if bh u think 


that no more is neceſſary to convince us that we are in the wrong 
and that you and your colleagues are in the right—your — 


lity and confidence are extreme. We have no need to be ad- 
moniſhed * to maintain, with unſhaken conſtancy, inviolably 


ſacred and incorrupt, the noble inheritance of doctrine be- 
« queathed to us, by our bleſſed RDEEU EA.“ We are ready, 
uh Lord, to ſhed: our blood in defence of that precious heri- 

e but we are not inclined, my Lord, to conſider your Lord» 
mi s Paſtoral Letter as any portion of it. We have repeatedly 


requeſted you to point out to us, in clear, unequivocal terms, 
what Article 'of Faith or Point of Morality we have violated. ; 


ea ye do Tom 190; haba and letters will * vain. 0 ET 


'T his you will e perform, 1 — 2 e 
diſcharging the duties you owe to God, to the 
church, to your country, to your fellow citizens, „ and 
to the reſt of mankind. The laws of true religion 
are the moſt ſolid and firm. ſupport of our civil and 
ſocial rights. There is (ſays Clement XIV.) 
« {ſo cloſe a connection between the rights of di- 
vine and human power, that all, who are con- 
ee ſcious of the power and authority: of Kings, be- 
© ing confirmed by a ſanction of the chriſtian law, 
66 With cee an Pay: Aeeden to their So- 


% 9 8 


N vereigns, 


— 


£cyercigns, revere their power, reverence and re- 
e ſpect their dignity. 1 re 10 ee 
. And really conſidering the divine inſtitutions 
sein this point to be equally intereſting to the * 
F preſervation of the public tranquillity,” and to 
4 the ſalvation of fouls, we are thereby induced 
b cc earneftly to exhort you, that, next after God, anc 
| < the ſacred rites of the divine worſhip eſtabliſhed 
«in the Church, you will turn all your thought 
| & and care to inſpire the minds of the people with 
& a ſpirit of ſubmiſſion and obedience to their ſo- 
ec yereign princes. Be careful that thoſe, whoſe 
„ jnſtruction in the law of the goſpel is committed 
ce to your charge, be made ſenſible, from their 
5 e very infancy, of their ſacred obligation of /oy- 
el to their Kings, of reſpet# to their authority, 
= - | and of ſubmiſſion to their laws, not only for wrath, 
1 e but for conſcience ſake. This point of your duty 
| __« you will, moſt completely, diſcharge, by joining 
ce to your daily prayers for the people, particular 
ones for the preſervation. of their Sovereigns ; 
<« that they may rule their ſubjects with juſtice, 
e peace, and equity; that, poſſeſſed with a Know- 
* Jedge and fear of their Creator, who exerciſes a 
* ſuperior dominion in the kingdoms of this world, 
they may eſpouſe and advance the rights of the 
e fame Supreme Being, with a ſpirit of piety and 
4 ſanctity. What is more juſt and reaſonable, 
„ than that thefe guardians of the ſtate; and pre- 
_- ſervers of the public tranquillity, ſhould have 
& conſtant prayers offered up to the Lord for them, 
4 „ by. thoſe whoſe function, according to divine 
oO. | < appointment, is to treat of the affairs between 
_ God and man, and in quality of mediators and | 
n 1 8 8 85 5 8 | | We 60 interpre- 7 


* 6 " 
5 
t 332 H 
4 interpr to. preſent. the ſupplications of the 


ple to WR Lord, in conjunction with their 
© own.?” Circular Letter of Clement XIV. to the 


— Primates, Archbiſhops, and Biſhops, 


Rome at St, OY OI 4, the 12th of Dec. 1 
GARY 3. 8 1 1 as Foyt EC. 
All 1 Lord, 40 very . But if you meant to N 

it to us Fragt Catholic iſenters, it is evidently miſapplied. 

So far from needing to be lectured into allegiance, we are eager | 

to give, of our-own accord, the ſtrongeſt t of it that we 

can give—a much ſtronger teſtimony, my Lord, than the Cir- 

* Letter of e 8 


N 7. 3 


The v. voice of catumny mind that our obe- 
dience, in /pirituals, to the ſupreme head of our 
Church, is incompatible with the temporal ri hts 
of Sovereigns, muſt be for ever filenced. The 
ſucceflor of St. Peter; the Prince of the Apoſtles, 
in virtue of that full. 
governing the univerſal Church, given to bim in 
perſon of St. Peter, by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with - 
particular force and energy, traces out and in- 


culcates the indiſpenſable. duties of the ſubject to 
his temporal Prince. Such is the uſe he makes 


of the power. 1 with which he was inveſted, by Jeſus | 
Chriſt; ſaying to St. e Feed my. \ Lambs.; 2 
my. Sheep! do 

we exhort you « ever — remember that our religion 
is that of love, Peace, and forbearance, 9 8 
requiring an exerciſe of the obedience enjoin 
Cbriſt to the Civil Magiſtrate. Beſides falklling- 
every other duty of faithful ſubjects and peaceable 
citizens, ceaſe. not to offer up your ardent prayers 
for the proſp perity of our moſt gracious, Sov MAGE 


- 5 * II. and the Royal * e wel- 
* fare 
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power of feeding, ruling, and 5 


ably to theſe ſacred leſſons, 
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fire of this kingdom; and, agreeably to the pre- 
cept of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for thoſe too, Who, 
from miſtaken or malicious motives, ſhall hate and 


perſecute us, unjuſtly painting us as unworthy of 
5 e 


noise ieee 8 

As a pledge of our unceaſing prayers and vows 
to Heaven in your favour, wiſhing you all hap- 
pineſs in Jefus Chriſt, we impart to you our Paſ- 
toral Benettiction. The grace of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt be with you all. Anmien. 


+ MATTHEW COMANEN, V. A. 
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January 15, 1790. 
| No, my Lord; all this, from the pen even of the Succeſſor of 
>>. St. Peter, will not entirely ſilence the voice of Calumny ; nor 

ſſitisfy a. Proteſtant Government, that Papifts can be truſty 

ſubjects.—It would require a Papal Letter, ſomewhat” to the 
Whereas ſome of our aſpiring and ambitious Predeceſſors, 

«& departing from the right rule of Scripture and umverſal Tra- 
dition, have arrogated powers and privileges, which neither 

4 Scripture nor -univerſal Tradition recognizes ; and, in con- 

& ſequence of that arrogation, taken upon them to-exerciſe an 
4 umverſal arbitrary Empire over the Souls and Bodies, Rights 

<« and Properties of mankind ; depoſing and dethroning kings, 
* transferring ſceptres, exciting rebellions, and abſolving ſub- 

4 jects: from their oaths of allegiance. And whereas thoſe 

enormous Powers and Privileges have, in latter times, been 
more peculiarly exerciſed againſt Kings and Governments 

c feparated from the ſee of Rome, and Pens, pn Kings 
* and Government of England; and as this hath-naturally cre- 

<« ated, in the minds of the Engliſh Nation, a deep-roated jealouſy _ 

« of Papal N in general, and a particular diffidence in the 

« fidelity of the Engliſh Catholics, who fill acknowledge that 

© power; and as this diffidence continueth to operate againſt the 

* Engliſh Catholics, and to prevent the Legiſlature of England 
* from repealing certain Penal Statutes, by which the Engliſh 

<« Catholics are deprived of the rights enjoyed by their fellow 

3 i | ; Tg ſubjects 
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« ſubjects:-we, . having invoked the Holy Spirit, and con- 
« ſulted with our College of Cardinals, do hereby folemnly - 
6 declare, that we diſavow and diſclaim all thoſe aforeſaid un- 


| < warrantable Powers and Privileges, and every other Power 
and Privilege whatſoever, that can directly or indireQly affect 


cc or interfere' with the Independence; Sovereignty, Laws, or 75 


4 Conſtitution of the Realm of England, or with the civil or 
ce eccleſiaſtical government thereof by Law eſtabliſhed ; or with 
« the rights, ' liberties, - perſons, or properties thereof. = And 


& whereas it hath been moreover aſſerted by ſome modern Di- 


6 vines, ſycophants of the Holy See, that Popes have power 

cc to abſolve Catholics from their oaths of allegiance ; and as 
C Popes have, in mo exerciſed that power; we again declare 
_ © that we diſavow and diſclaim that power, and every other 
ce ae that pretends to diſpenſe with the obligations of any 
cc 
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wful oath or compact whatſoever z or with any breach of 


4e faith with Heretics, or Infidels, or any perſons whatſoever 
ec excommunicated by the ſee of Rome. And whereas a Com- 


4c mittee of Engliſh Catholics have recently drawn up a Proteſt 


and Oath of Allegiance conformable to this our Declaration; 
we authorize he the as our authority 2 the Catholics in 
„England to ſign that Proteſt, and take that Oath, or any 
« other fimilar Oath which the Engliſh Government may deem 


& it expedient to exact; in which there ſhall be nothing con- 


© trary to Catholic Faith or Chriſtian Morality.” 


| Given at St. Mary Major”s the — day of 
5 . and of our Pontificate the — 


N TH 


| Such a Letter as this, my Lord, would more effectu re- 
move the inveterate prejudices of our Proteſtant Brethren, and 
the jealous ſuſpicions of Government, than all the Defences 


of Catholic, Fidelity that have ever been written by our Con- 


troverſialiſts, all the fulſome panegyries that have been made 


of King Gkoxek III. by our Preachers, and all the Paſtoral 
Letters that have been publiſhed by our Vicars Aros- 


Toric! 


But, as * the period is probably yet at ſome diſtance,” 


when the Pope, relinquiſhing his vain pretenſions, will emit fo 
clear and candid a declaration; we muſt do it for his Hotiness 
and for OuzsELvEes : and until you convict us, my Lord ([ 
again repeat it), of Hereſy or Immorality, we will adhere with 
reſolution, conſiſtency, and honour, to what we have done. 
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